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By JACK BURROUGHS
ICTIONARIES are sl right in their
way, but they certainly do take the

drama out of dramatic productions.

What I mean fs, T can't picture miyselt
gelting excited over h!armg <l e
this out of the loud speak

“T want a legal dissolution in whole
or in part of the martiage relation by
court or other body having competent
authority.”

Not even Montgomery Mohn ar Vieki
‘Vola or Natalie Park, with all the prac-
tice they've had breathing fire into the
mike in that “T Wi
could make a line like that sound con
vineing,

It this proves anythin af all it estab-
Tishes beyond a doubt that Noah Weh-
ster will never make a radio playwright
ot if he tries for a thousand years.

The. line quoted a few paragraphs
above may not be gond drams, but it's

00d sense.

Tm willing to bet that if embattled
couples would resort Lo the dictionary
in an emotional erisis, the divurce courts
would find time to take a hall holiday
now and then,

Take, for example, any fighting couple
toward the end of the third or fourth

househoid utensil stage of the fray, when
dishpans and rolling-pins are exchanged.
Suddenly they remember the baltle cry
oflinked incompatibles. But insead of
shouting “T w
olher, they adjourn (o the living-room

o library, whe py of the diction-
ary reposes, aloof and untroubled by
family squabbles.

With one accord they sear
they find what they are searching e
Then the reed n umfson 1 want  epel
dissolution in whole or in part of the
Tarrage xelaion by 4 court of ofher
body having competent authority.”

the o

T fght, would be cated ot riht
there.” No cmotional

aorld il s 3 line T b
Noah Webster may be a fourtherate
iramatist but he s a first-rate reconciler.

Fortunately for NEC dialers, there arc
n Noah Websters among the writers
who turn out the “I Want a Divorce”
dramas, or i¢ there are, none of their
tionary talk ever gels as far as the mike.

Dictionary dramatists don't et very
far on the air or elsewhere. They have
the biggest vocabularies known to civi-
t they get so badly lost in
that they aever do
sncecced in linding their way back ino
the open.

In pleasant contrast to these word-lost
wanderers i forests of verbs and novns
and adjectives are such writers s Don-
ald Henderson Clarke, Hugh Wiley
Peter B, Kyne and others whose concise
sketches come to the dialers in the °I
Want a Divorce” series.

When you dial to one of those (ne-
round bouts you may settle down 1o a

What

always plenty of excile:
o

torm “bout” s here used in the
ligurative sense, of course. The blow:

1 verbal, fhough no less effective
for that reasor
‘question anses as to why,

separation_of the warring
couple. The only possible answe is that
the principals in these domestic dramas.

Vicki Vola reods fot act to
James Rrteger

dntsaly want ivores.They merely
ik ey

ies tadges and thr tong
hended students of human nature have
been proving the truth of this statement
ever since divorces were invented, an
0 pulling that trath inlo prac-
ti for many years.

Lang before radio was recogniacd as a
dramatic mediu T Want a
Divoree” drans in rcal lfe bad a long
£an in the shanbes of Suerior Jdge
Graham of San Fr unty. Judge
Grabam was Fnown a3 te Great Revon

1 his court was often teferred to

Hearts.” Judge Graham, with his com-
‘mon-sense advice, brought about the rec-
oncilfation of countless couples who
thought they wanted a divoree.

AST Fall when T lstened, in company”
. with ihar By reonraioedlrs

forcibly reminded
of the days when I covered the court
beat in San Francisco,

The sl wittn by Carlon 2
Morse, might well have
the reconcillations bmugh\ about

By ndge Graham veurs

o Mors's ke Vi Vol and Ver-
non Wilson were heard a5 a young ma
ried cowle, whose marria, o fve
years, scemed on the verge of an
happy. Lumm.mm The trouble in their
case was 1 become involved
i i) seckers wha were
trying to find rolease from boredom.
The husband and wife, both sceking &
divoree, were brought together in the
chambers of a judge who was known as
“the great reconciler.” Th judge, played
by Lou Tobin, convinced the two that
happiness was still possible for them in
the marricd state and that they did not
really belong in the crowd with which
they had allowed themselves to become
associated.

Since the “I Want a Divoree” series
opened last October, the portion of the
NEC files d

e is for cxample,
the broadcst of November
reads as follo

"When a couple of war budies gct
togetner zfler g 20 yoncs apart, the
result is quite salubrious for the hoys.
Bt ot necesary 5o o the wives. In

record of

fact ane pariula seunn whunges ene
ink of

Hugh th‘\' puestx seripter of the sketeh,

starts his play with one divorce and al.
most. ends. uy il mml cr. Bl has
replaced his old. fe wi
fiashy, stytish Wile No. 2 Joe was g

A alon il vighi i e sy what
sort of wife Bill hed, und when the twn
e are lnced S o e 4 ik
b the extrmal compacion s even
more dovastating

oA Tite ety westment for

b enscted by
San Francisco

in the
ke novel. he short story
the motion piclure, Peter B. Kyne
L5 is now bracting out o radio
script writin
“Kyne's v\pt‘mr[v contrbutiop ta 14
Want a_Divor liae
enough theme—t ‘Iv.u‘ar the hdh‘v lwu
“This purtcalar wite isan excelient
houshold cxoetive, bul when she at
¢ favorie hcories inio

! s

g the ofi
s ensie.  Trageds
ically Kyne (inal

Another excerpt from NBC's °1 “7ant
a Divorce” fites oulfines one of Dunald
Henderson Clarke'sdramtic shetches a5

e story coneerns  mariage which
beads fo e roks whn I
to come home on his
Complicating maliers s the
wite's ‘married to one of
those Inisbands who never forget any
thing,
Toares a i endige
ending it does ntmmcwm\\h:
cgged on by friends
dectde on u goick Srvorea”
‘Atnold Maguire's seript for Novenbe
2 recorded i the archives as foiows:
s play s based on the con-

& difficull. choice which alinost leas 0

tient's wife combine to save the mar-
riage

HESE are but a fow of the many

“ease_histories” set forth in the "I
Want a Divaree” serics, Lyped a5 “dramas.
illustrating individual marital problems
and showing that divoree is not always

Helen
Kech, Monty Margetts, Lu Tobin. Vicii
Vol Vernon Vilen, Col rcnke,
Charles MacAllister, Charles Gereard,
Dhe Marsh, Morate Smit, Gt
Morgan, John Grover
Mohn, Natalle Pack, Tr
Cole, Lois_Austin, Phyl
mann, Péarl King Tanner, Doris Kemper.
Jack Cowden, James K

working out solutions of their own mari-
tal difficultes

“I Wan a Divorce” is appareatly ten-
ing out o be a racipn for feconciliation.
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e

“Eacuse 1L, plase.

Rocouciliation!

S

says Monty to Charles in
honeyed toncs.
Fe St

Monty and Charlos docid o have
20 moro quarzsls.



